cumbrous, expensive, and does not always provide the benefit in the quarter for which it was originated.
The Tragedies of Ignorance and Disease.
The scourge of tuberculosis, which claims so many victims year by year, and which is ever present, requires a more educated control for its eradication; it is useless for a medical man to prescribe treatment when the latter cannot be carried out, or only to a very limited extent. Now it is essential that, in the absence of the requisite number of sanatoria, the tuberculous patient should be treated in his own home; but if this line of treatment is to be of any avail, both in curing or relieving the sufferer, and also in preventing the spread of the disease to any.
of the other members of the family, it is absolutely necessary that certain fundamental principles should be closely followed.
Thus there must be fresh air and sunshine and good nourishing food. Perhaps there is nothing which shows the retrogression of a people more than their blind faith in chance treatment of disease; surely it does not need a clever brain to realise that the causal treatment of any malady is much more scientific, and therefore efficacious, than the symptomatic. Yet every year millions of persons put their implicit trust in quack remedies, and then, when too late, wonder why they have received no real benefit; there will always exist a section of dishonest persons ever ready to impose on the credulous and unthinking, and it should be the duty of the medical profession to teach these ignorant people how they are being fooled, both in health and also in pocket.
A consideration of statistics dealing with cases suffering from mental defects does not make for encouraging reading, and it is obvious that there is a great deal of work waiting to be carried out in this region of prophylaxis.
As The advance of democracy seems to be bringing in its train an almost overwhelming element of officialism, with necessarily increased expenditure, and no little irritation; surely this defeats the very object for which the true democrat is striving, viz., the betterment of the masses, in order that1 the latter may be able to share, to an ever greater extent, in the benefits accruing from their labour; for thus, and thus only, will contentment be established.
There is no doubt that there has been a gross mismanagement of Irish affairs, and success will never attend the efforts of politicians and administrators unless they tackle this problem with an open and disinterested mind, working for the ideal that
